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KEELOQ MICROCONTROLLERS

Two Microchip Technology PIC 8-bit flash micro-
controllers with an integrated KEELOQ crypto-
graphic peripheral provides a solution for secure
data transmission and authentication applications.
The microcontrollers provide
engineers with the KEELOQ
cryptographic  peripheral,
nanoWatt Technology power
management modes, and
reliable battery reset and
detect features, including: programmable low volt-
age detect (PLVD), a wake-up reset (WUR) func-
tion, software-controlled brownout reset (BOR) and
an extended watchdog timer (EWDT).

www.microchip.com
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The Fight Against Spam

A recent study in the U.S. found that spam
accounted for over 60 per cent of all e-mail. It has
been estimated that the economic cost associated
with spam in the U.S. alone is $87 billion per year.
In fact, Nortel Networks estimates

were sending spam that was being received by
U.S. residents.

Canada, unlike the U.S., does not have specif-

ic legislation that is geared towards combating

spam. However, Industry Canada in

that each spam message that is
received costs them $1 in lost pro-
ductivity.

Many countries, as a result of the
cost and volume of spam, have
implemented legislative initiatives,
which are aimed at combating spam.
Various countries, including the U.S.,
South Korea, Japan, Australia and the
UK. among others, have taken leg-
islative steps that would aid in com-

May of 2004 announced the establish-
ment of a special task force on spam,
which would oversee the implementa-
tion of a comprehensive action plan to
reduce the volume of unsolicited com-
mercial e-mail. While this task force
may look into the merit of new laws
that are designed to fight spam, it
should be borne in mind that legisla-
tion does currently exist in Canada
that may be used to combat spam. For

bating spam. Notably, January 1,
2004, saw the CAN SPAM Act (Controlling the
Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and
Marketing Act) come into force in the U.S. While
the CAN SPAM Act does not prohibit unsolicited
commercial e-mail (spam) outright, it does require
that unsolicited commercial e-mail that is sent
contain the following elements: an opt-out mecha-
nism; a functioning return e-mail address; a valid
subject line indicating it is an advertisement; and
the proper physical address of the sender. While
the CAN SPAM Act is U.S. legislation, it has been
used to launch actions against Canadians who

example, the Personal Information
Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPE-
DA), the Criminal Code, the Competition Act, and
the Telecommunications Act, all contain provi-
sions that may be used to deal with spam. While,
none of these pieces of legislation are comprehen-
sive pieces of legislation that geared towards
spam, they are useful tools that may be used in
attempting to combat spam.

PIPEDA is the most relevant legislative tool
that can be used to tackle unsolicited e-mail. PIPE-
DA applies to the collection, use and disclosure of
personal information by organizations in the

course of their commercial activities. Personal
information has been defined in PIPEDA to
include “information about an identifiable individ-
ual, but does not include the name, title, or busi-
ness address or telephone number of an employee
of an organization”.

“Personal information” under PIPEDA would
include personal e-mail addresses where the e-
mail address can be traced to an individual, and a
recent decision of the Office of the Privacy
Commissioner of Canada indicates that a business
e-mail address may be considered an individual's
personal information. Prior to this decision it was
generally believed that business e-mail addresses
were not protected under privacy law and as such
were fair game for online marketers.

While the proposals put forth by Industry

Canada remain to be seen, spam can already be
combated in Canada. The next column will go into
further details with respect to how an individual
may attempt to make use of current legislation in
order to try to stop spam.
Ebad Rahman is a Toronto-based lawyer with the
Intellectual Property law firm of Bereskin & Parr.
He can be reached by phone at (416) 364-7311 or
by e-mail at erahman@bereskinparrcom. This
article is intended to provide general information
regarding intellectual property and should not be
considered legal advice.
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ROSE+BOPLA

ENCLOSURES

A PHOENIX MECANO COMPANY

President: Stuart Morrison Besides the obvious clean appearance of a

Rose+Bopla stainless steel enclosure, it can stand
up to critical environments better than anything
else on the market. Perfect for sensitive electronics
and controls that need protection in a lab or
operating room, they're able to withstand years
of harsh chemicals and cleaning solutions. Value
is built right into every R+B stainless enclosure...
high grade steel, Nema 4X rating, years of easy
maintenance, and superb fit and finish.

That’s Stainless!

When you need stainless steel enclosures with
even more added value features, we make it
easy. Rose+Bopla operates a full production
shop with skilled professionals to do machining,
drilling and tapping services ...whatever your
specs require. We can even provide light contract
assembly. Most of all, added value is built into
our outstanding service and competitive prices.

Need more information? Check us out on the
web, www.rose-bopla.com. Call (301) 696-9800,
fax us at (301) 696-9494, or e-mail us at
CustomerService@rose-bopla.com.
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