
SINGLE IN-LINE RESISTORS
Vishay Intertechnology Inc. has released of a
series of thin film high-value precision single in-
line resistors with resistance tolerance down to

±0.01% over a range of 50
kilohms to 10 megohms.
The HVPS series of discrete
resistors is intended for
instrumentation amplifiers
and precision voltage
dividers in products such as

medical and test equipment requiring high preci-
sion over a broad resistance range. HVPS devices
offer designers compact and readily available
alternatives to the wirewound resistors previously
required for such applications.

www.vishay.com Circle CE 422

www.canadianelectronics.ca
VOLUME 20  NUMBER 1                   February 2005

Members of

ISSN 1187-6026

Published by

CLB Media Inc.
240 Edward Street, Aurora, ON L4G 3S9
Phone (905) 727-0077 Fax (905) 727-0017
EMAIL: ce@clbmedia.ca

Editor

Tim Gouldson
tgouldson@clbmedia.ca

Editorial Advisory Board

Lawrence Loo - President, CEO 
Agilent Technologies Canada

Ken Schultz  - Chair, Strategic 
Microelectronics Council, ITAC

Nicholas Deeble - Director
Cadence Design Systems Canada

Brian Barge - President
Canadian Microelectronics Corp.

Mark Tayles - Vice-President 
Avnet Canada

Publisher

Tony Chisholm

Art Director

Graham Jeffrey

Advertising Sales

Nigel Bishop Roger Heritage
Tony Chisholm John Moodie
Jim Gillen R. Blair Tullis

Production Manager
Aramita Fernandes

Circulation Manager
Vesna Moore

Quebec Office

Peter Tams
P.O. Box 357, Pointe-Claire, Quebec H9R 4P4
Phone (514) 984-2668   Fax (514) 630-6315

Subscription Rates

CANADA - 1 year $35.00 including tax
U.S. - 1 year $59.50 US 
FOREIGN - 1 year $105.00 US (Airmail)

Advertising Representatives

Vina LIn - Taiwan Bright International Co. Ltd.
4F-1,200, Hsin Yi Road, Sec. 3, 
Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.
TEL: 886-2-7557901 5 FAX: 886-2-7557900

Printed in Canada

Canadian Electronics is published seven times a
year for electronic engineering management,
design, purchasing, service, research and other
technical personnel employed in manufacturing
electronic equipment, systems or components,
using electronic equipment in their operations or
incorporating electronics into end products.
© 2005 by CLB Media. All rights reserved.
Canadian Electronics assumes no responsibility
for the validity of claims in items reported.

PAP Registration No. 10772
We acknowledge the financial support of the Government
of Canada through the Publications Assistance Program
toward our mailing costs.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT # 40063602 
RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESS 
TO CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT
240 EDWARD ST., AURORA ON L4G 3S9

President: Stuart Morrison 

Vice President Media, Publishing: Niel Hiscox 

Vice President Finance/Corporate 
Development: Kent Milford 

Vice President Human Resources: Susan Bishop

Vice President IT and Operations: David Overall

Director Sales and Marketing: Frank Shoniker 

Director Editorial and Production: Jackie Roth

Director Facility Management and Logistics: Steve Dale

Director, Human Resources: Denise Desrosiers

Director, IT: Michael Cunningham

Member CLB Management Committee: Tony Chisholm

Potential Risk to Open Source Software?
Open source software, or ‘open source’ as it is
more conventionally known, generally refers to
software for which the underlying code is made
available to users so that they may read and/or
change the code.  Members of the
open source community are generally
opposed to the granting of patents for
software, as they feel that patents pro-
vide undue control to the patent hold-
er over the patented technology.

Although it has been the rare case
where patent holders have asserted
their rights with respect to potentially
infringing open source software, it
should be borne in mind that open
source software is just as vulnerable as any other
software with respect to actions for patent
infringement.

A recent study undertaken by Open Source
Risk Management LLC, a company that provides
insurance against lawsuits related to the use of
open source products (such as Linux), has found
there to be at least 283 U.S. patents which may be
infringed by the Linux kernel. The patent study

involved an examination of approximately 1,000
software-related patents that had been upheld as
valid by U.S. courts, as well as patents that were
found through automated searching of the U.S.

Patent and Trademark Office data-
base. Although this study involved
U.S. patents, it is of interest to
Canadian companies and open source
users, specifically Linux users, for at
least two reasons:  1) the study illus-
trates that there have been patents
granted for subject matter that is
arguably found in the Linux kernel;
and 2) there is a possibility that there
are actual Canadian patents (which are

the equivalents of the U.S. patents the study
uncovered) which may be infringed by the Linux
kernel.

There are those who argue the threat that is
posed by patents to open source software is over-
stated, as many patent holders will shy away from
patent litigation since it is very expensive and dif-
ficult to win (as the validity of the patent will
often be called into question).  Although this may

be the case, developers, distributors and users of
open source should be aware that a successful
action for patent infringement may result in the
requirement that royalties be paid to the patent
holder, or even that one should cease to make, use
or sell a particular product.

In an interview with Lawrence Rosen, an
attorney, and the author of Open Source
Licensing: Software Freedom and Intellectual
Property Law, the expert on the legal issues sur-
rounding open source indicated that open source
may now be a large enough business to provide a
lucrative target to those who wish to allege patent
infringement.

It still remains to be seen, whether there will be
an increase in patent infringement actions involv-
ing open source products. 
Ebad Rahman is a Toronto-based lawyer with the
Intellectual Property law firm of Bereskin & Parr.
He can be reached by phone at (416) 364-7311 or
by e-mail at erahman@bereskinparr.com. This
article is intended to provide general information
regarding intellectual property and should not be
considered legal advice.
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